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Delivered per e-mail 

 

 

TO: 

Jean-Claude Juncker, President of the European Commission 

Karl Falkenberg, EPSC, Senior Adviser Sustainable Development 

 

 

Brussels, 16th September 2016 

 

 

Object: EUBSSP response to the European Political Strategy Center Strategic Note 

“Sustainability Now! A European Vision for Sustainability” 

 

The EU Beet Sugar Sustainability Partnership (EUBSSP - www.sustainablesugar.eu) is a coalition 

of EU beet growers, sugar manufacturers and trade unions, active in and committed to the 

environmental, economic and social sustainability of the EU beet sugar sector. In line with the 

Europe 2020 strategy for a ‘smarter, more sustainable and more inclusive growth’ for the EU, the 

EUBSSP aims to highlight and facilitate the dissemination of good agricultural, industrial, social 

and environmental practices in the sector, while taking into account the relevant elements of 

economic sustainability, providing stable and reliable beet sugar production in the EU. 

The EUBSSP welcomes the EPSC strategic note “Sustainability Now!’ and its comprehensive 

approach to sustainability, including governance and societal issues.  

However, the EUBSSP considers that the part dedicated to agriculture does not reflect 

sufficiently the numerous initiatives and new developments that have recently taken place in the 

EU. In addition, there are some sweeping statements that need to be corrected. Indeed, the 

statement on page 19 “In large parts of Europe, the irrigation needs put substantial strain on 

water reserves for water demanding crops like rice, cotton, sugar beet, corn.” is highly misleading 

regarding sugar beet growing.  

The statement seems to suggest that sugar beet irrigation is a standard practice in the EU. In 

reality, less than 3% of the EU beet area is irrigated on a regular basis. Sugar beet is mostly 

grown in regions with rain-fed agriculture, representing over 70% of EU beet area (with only 

temporary or supplementary irrigation being used on 1 to 12% of area depending on climatic 

conditions). Moreover, around 22% of EU beet area is not irrigated at all.  

Furthermore, sugar beet which has a high agronomic and rotational value, is one of the most 

water efficient crops and is not water demanding compared to other crops (such as maize, 
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cotton, rice and sugar cane). More information can be found in the dedicated Issue Brief of the 

EU Beet Sugar Sustainability Partnership which can be found here. The EUBSSP has also 

extensively covered how to optimize water management in the Good Practices as part of the 

Partnership’s publications.  

The EUBSSP regrets not having been given the opportunity to participate in the elaboration of 

the EPSC note “Sustainability Now!”. Since the EUBSSP starts at farm level and includes all the 

actors in the supply chain, it could have provided a good EU-wide complement to the Barilla-led 

country-level example on durum wheat presented in the report. Moreover, it would have 

represented an initiative led together by farmers, industry and trade unions. 

The EUBSSP has already produced several documents describing the sector’s constant efforts 

and achievements in terms of sustainability. These include:  

 An introduction to the Partnership, our objectives, and the Good Practices. 

 A detailed technical guide to environmental and social sustainability in beet growing and 

sugar production. It illustrates sustainability practices with over 80 different examples 

from across the EU. 

 An outline of the important environmental and social responsibility issues and impacts 

associated with our sector, and what we are doing about them. 

 Issue Briefs on key topics, including water.  

All these documents were presented during the launch of the EUBSSP held in September 2015 

at the WORLD EXPO in Milan hosted in the European Commission pavilion and are available at 

this link: www.sustainablesugar.eu/publications  

We would appreciate to be able to present to you this unique partnership and to be included in 

further activities of the EPSC, particularly when sustainability issues in the agri-food sector are 

considered. 

We look forward to hearing from you and we remain at your disposal for further questions and 

clarifications. 

 

Yours sincerely 

   

 

Elisabeth Lacoste 

Director, CIBE 

Marie-Christine Ribera 

Director General, CEFS 

Harald Wiedenhofer 

 General Secretary, EFFAT 

 

COPY: Jyrki Katainen, Phil Hogan, Jerzy Plewa 

http://static1.squarespace.com/static/55f96db4e4b09fd6194923f0/t/5624aff1e4b006ea8cf4d11c/1445245338885/Issue+brief+water.pdf
http://www.sustainablesugar.eu/publications
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